The Story of British Diplomacy
Dutens. By detecting and deciphering the secret correspondence between the Neapolitan Foreign Secretary and the Foreign Minister of the King of Savoy and Sardinia, Dutens had discovered the secret treaty of Spain with France which, concluded in the hour of Spain's professed neutrality, constituted the Family Compact of 1761. Dutens himself, whatever may have been alleged to the contrary, had no direct communication with Pitt; he was, however, on intimate terms with one of Pitt's secretaries. To him therefore Dutens confided what he had found out. In October 1761 came the famous meeting of the British Cabinet in London. Pitt denounced to his colleagues "the secret engagements of the whole House of Bourbon." Now was revealed the effect of the work In London society and politics, on which Bussy and his foreign colleagues had long been engaged. These of course had found convenient material on which to work in the social and political jealousy of the great minister. " Does the right honourable gentleman seriously intend us to believe this cock-and-bull story ? "asked one of Pitt's colleagues. The thing, it was asserted was an absurdity which no reasonable man could credit. At any rate, if he had them, let Pitt produce his authorities. The only notice taken of this challenge by Pitt was a sneer about playing with men who used loaded dice. " I say," he said, " that which I know ; I will not disclose my proofs to an incredulous audience.'* With these words the great Commoner quitted the room, went home, and wrote his letter of resignation to the king.* In doing so, he of course played his enemies'
*The authorities for the view of Pitt's resignation here taken and for the event connected with it are the Revue d'Histoire Diplomatique (1887-98), Von Ruville's Chatham and Bute and Seeley's House of Bourbon.
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